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From the Vicar 
 

Last Sunday, I had the privilege of attending 
worship at St Paul’s Chapel in Manhattan, right 
beside Ground Zero.  St Paul’s was completed in 
1766, just 18 years before our own church, and in 
many ways resembles Trinity with it’s white 
woodwork and pews, square shape and balcony on 
three sides. 

As many of you know, St Paul’s Chapel 
served as a place of rest and refuge for recovery 
workers at the World Trade Center site after the 
attack on September 11, 2001.  Volunteers served 
there for eight months, serving meals, making beds, 
providing music and massage, counseling and 
praying with fire fighters, construction workers, 
police and others.  The pews still show the marks of 
the boots of those who slept there. 

St Paul’s continues as a site of pilgrimage 
for those visiting Ground Zero; it also is an active 
part of the Parish of Trinity Wall Street, with 
services, weekday concerts, occasional lectures, and 
a shelter for the homeless. 

St Paul’s is a place of hope — and not just 
because of its role after 9/11.  Like every church, it is 
a place where we keep affirming the hope of 
resurrection.  In the sermon just down the road at 
Trinity Wall Street on Sunday, the preacher 
reminded us that when the disciples gathered 
together that first Easter evening, they most probably 
felt like failures.  They had abandoned Jesus when he 
was arrested; he had been executed; and all the 
dreams that had sustained them as they followed him 
had turned to dust.  They didn’t expect Jesus to 
appear — he was dead, and the rumors of 
resurrection couldn’t possibly be true.  They’d 
forgotten the hints he gave before his death; they 
were probably wondering if they were doomed to die 
as well.  And then Jesus came, with holes in his 
hands and his side.  They didn’t deserve it.  But still 
Jesus came.  And instead of labeling them failures, 
he gave them a gift, a gift of the Holy Spirit, the 
power and responsibility to forgive others as they 
had been forgiven.  It was a whole new start.  

In this season of Easter, we are reminded 
time and time again of the promise of new life — 
new life that is not just confined to the afterlife, but 
is on offer here and now.  Christ comes to us,  
offering us a new beginning, giving us the gift of 
forgiveness and inviting us to share that forgiveness 
with the world.    Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

As you can see, we have moved to a new design for our 
newsletter.  This was largely prompted by our move to 
electronic distribution via email — it’s easier for people 
to print letter sized at home.  With that change in format, 
it seemed to be a good time to make some other changes.  
The sermon is now an insert in printed copies only; 
others can access all Sunday sermons from our website. 
We have discontinued the children’s page as we now 
provide a children’s activity bulletin at church every 
Sunday.  We have added a monthly calendar that you can 
print out and hang on your fridge, to remind you of what 
is happening at Trinity.   And we have reorganized things 
within the newsletter to make them easier to find.  Please 
let us know if you like the changes, and if there is 
anything else you would like us to include. 
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Worship 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Our Sunday services are the core of our 

worship together.  It’s the main way we fulfill our 
baptismal promise to “continue in the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 
in the prayers.”  Our community is strongest when we 
worship together — so join us every Sunday, and if 
you can’t be there, find another church to worship in, 
and keep us in your prayers. 

 
Baptism 

Our next Baptism is on May 7, when we will 
welcome Tristan Buscemi and Jack Edwards into the 
church. The next scheduled Baptism is Trinity Sunday, 
June 11: please talk with the Vicar if you have a 
candidate for baptism that day.  

Baptism is the ritual of membership in the 
church. One of the things parents and godparents 
promise is that they will bring their children up in the 
faith — and that includes bringing them to church. So 
if you are hoping to have your child baptized, or you 
have had a child baptized recently, please bring them 
along to church. It’s okay if they wiggle and make 
noise — we love to have them worshiping along with 
us. And if your child is old enough to read, help them 
to follow along in the prayer book. It’s all part of 
fulfilling the promises of baptism. 

 
Pentecost: Sunday, June 4  

The Day of Pentecost will be observed on 
Sunday June 4 at the 8am and 10am Services. 
Pentecost is the Greek word for “fiftieth” and falls 
about fifty days after Easter. It is the day that God sent 
the Spirit (Holy Ghost) to descend upon the Apostles 
described as in “tongues of fire”. The color of the 
church vestments and altar hangings for the day is Red.  

As part of the celebration day, the six 
Episcopal Churches in our area, Trinity, Swedesboro, 
St. Stephen’s Mullica Hill, St. Luke’s, Woodstown, St. 
John’s Salem, St. George’s, Pennsville and Our 
Merciful Saviour, Penns Grove will hold a combined 
service that afternoon.  Additional details will be 
posted in our Sunday Bulletins prior to the event. 

 
Trinity Sunday: June 11  

Not surprisingly, Trinity Church celebrates on 
Trinity Sunday each year.  Please plan to be here so 
that we can celebrate together.  This year, as well as 
welcoming new members through baptism, we will 
welcome those who have joined our parish from 
elsewhere in the last year.  If you would like to be 

welcomed that day, please let the vicar know by phone 
(467-1227) or email (vicar@trinityswedesboro.org). If 
you are an Episcopalian from elsewhere, we have to 
ask your previous church to transfer your membership 
here.  Please email or call the church office 
(office@trinityswedesboro.org, 467 1227) and let us 
know the details so that we can do the paperwork. 

 
My Communion Book  

To help our kids follow the service, we are 
putting together a book just for them. On the left it has 
the words of the service, on the right, simple 
explanations and questions. And there are pictures to 
color throughout. Look for it at the back of the church 
and in the kid’s activity bags.  
 

Education 
 

Trinity 101 
We have just begun a five week program 

called Trinity 101, where we can find out more about 
our church and our tradition.  We meet Sundays in the 
church from 9-9.45am (at the same time as Sunday 
School).  New and long time members are welcome, 
and it’s not too late — even if you missed the first 
session, you’re welcome to come to the ones that are 
left:  
 April 30 Welcome to Trinity: who we are today 
 May 7 Being Christian Episcopal Style 
 May 14 Episcopal Church Basics 
 May 21 Episcopal Church: how it works  
  (General Convention) 

 
Youth  

For the next few weeks, or teenagers are 
joining the adults for Trinity 101 in the Church.  After 
that , our program for 6th through 9th graders will 
continue, Sunday mornings 9-10am in the Rectory. 
This is a great place for our young teenagers to explore 
their faith, and think about what they believe. 
 
Children 

Our Sunday workshop program continues to 
be exciting.  Adults can be a part of this too!  Sign up 
for a slot in drama, art, cooking, stories or videos, or 
volunteer to be a helper.  It’s a lot of fun, and you don’t 
need to have any previous experience.  Please contact 
Denise DePaul on 467-5766 if you would like to help 
 
Fireweed Evangelism  

“Reaching out, Bringing in, Incorporating 
New Members” This excellent conference will run on 
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Tuesday May 2, 10am-3pm at Grace Church in 
Haddonfield.  Call the church office for details, and 
talk with Sandy McHenry or Bob Fredd (who went late 
last year) for more information.  
 
“Seeking to Serve Christ – In ALL 
Persons”  

This conference run by our Diocese’s 
Commissions on Ministry With the Disabled and 
Christian Formation will be held on Saturday May 6, 
from 8.30 to 2.15pm at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton.  
Speakers include parents of children with autism and 
Down Syndrome, and there will be workshops on 
welcoming, honoring the gifts of the disabled, 
increasing understanding and sharing resources.  Call 
the church office for details. 
 

Community 
 

Welcome  
to those who have joined us this past month: 
Marc, Christine, Victoria, Nicholas and Julianna 
Adamucci 
Kimberly and Abigail Fox 
Brian, Nicole, Elyse and Ethan Kann 
 
Baptisms 
May 7 Tristan Michael Buscemi 

Jack Robertson Edwards 
 
Deaths  
Edavide (Dave) Azzari  

The trustees of Trinity “Old Swedes” Church 
Historic Preservation Foundation regret to announce 
the death of President Edavide (Dave) Azzari on April 
19 at the age of 83. Dave has served as a Trustee of the 
“Foundation” since its founding in 1993. He has been 
President for more than 6 years. 

The “Foundation” is composed of twelve 
Trustees; six are from the Community (non-church 
members) and six are members of Trinity Church. 
Although Dave was not a member of Trinity Church 
and served as a Community Representative, he spent 
many hours supporting the fund raising efforts and 
working to restore the historic site that is Trinity 
Church. He was a mainstay at our Annual Golf 
Tournament. 

Dave was a co-founder of Azzari Construction 
and lent his expertise in masonry work to our many 
projects. He will be greatly missed by the Trustees as 
well as his family and friends in Swedesboro. Services 
were held on April 24.  

For your Prayers 
In this spot in future, we will have a list of 

prayer requests.  If you would like to list someone for 
prayer, please contact the church office on 467-1227 or 
office@trinityswedesboro.org. We will print the 
person’s name, followed by the parishioner requesting 
the prayers in parentheses.  In the interest of privacy, 
please request permission from the person before 
submitting this or her name.  The list will be updated 
each month, so please let us know if your request needs 
to be longer term. 
 
Trinity Dinner Club   
 The Trinity Dinner Club continues in May, at 
the Adelphia Restaurant in Deptford on Friday May 
26th at 7pm. All are welcome, whether you’ve come 
before or this is your first time. Please call Tina 
Wiltsee (856) 423-4940 for details.   
 
History 

 
13th Annual Golf Tournament: June 
19  

The Annual Golf Tournament, sponsored by 
the Trinity “Old Swedes” Historic Preservation 
Foundation, is scheduled for Monday, June 19th at the 
Woodbury Country Club. There are two tee-off times; 
8 am and 1 pm. A banquet and auction will be held 
beginning at 6 pm.  

Proceeds from this event provide restoration 
and maintenance to the historic site that includes 
Trinity Church, its cemeteries, Trinity Square and the 
cemetery wall adjacent to the church. This year’s profit 
will be used toward the work recently completed on the 
cemetery wall and church chimney as part of a New 
Jersey Historic Trust Grant. NJHT Funds pay for “nuts 
and bolts” work but do not cover the cosmetic repairs 
(painting, plaster repair, etc.) required since the 
building is a religious organization. Proceeds are also 
used to maintain the historic site around the church and 
the cemeteries as well as Trinity Square. 

The “Foundation” would appreciate assistance 
with the event since it benefits the church. The 
“Foundation” is a non-profit 501 ©(3) corporation and 
totally separate from the church. There are 12 members 
on the Board of Trustees; six from the church and six 
from the community. 

Volunteers are needed throughout the day to 
assist with sign-in, refreshments, banquet, raffle 
tickets, hole-in-one spotters and as “gofers”. A sign-up 
sheet will be at the back of the church in May or call 
Edie Rohrman at 423-1377 or Ed Carson at 467-3169. 
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School Tour 

Close to two hundred fourth graders from the 
Gov. Stratton School descended upon Trinity Church 
on April 18th and 19th. They are presently studying the 
State of New Jersey, the County of Gloucester and the 
town of Swedesboro and its early settlers. In addition 
there were additional adults, teachers and aides with 
each of the classrooms! We had a full house!! 

Church member Matthew Helmandollar was 
there and had some advantages over the rest of the kids 
when questions were asked about the history of the 
town and the building of the church. The classes were 
given a “show and tell” time inside Trinity Church 
where they checked out pieces of the original plaster, 
looked for the old wavy window glass, and learned 
why there were doors on the pews. Artifacts such as 
old nails and tools were on display as items that were 
found during the restoration work in 1995. 

The other part of the tour took them to the 
Cemetery around the church and the “New” Cemetery 
2 blocks down. Gov. Stratton is buried in the “New 
Cemetery” as well as two Brigadier Generals, and 
Medal of Honor recipients. There are close to thirty 
Civil War veterans interred in the cemetery; one is a 
woman who served as a nurse! 

Students, parents and teachers left knowing 
much more about Swedesboro that they ever thought 
existed so Trinity is glad to have served its part in local 
education. 

Special thanks go to Elaine Matteo, our 
Colonial Lady who led the Church Cemetery Tour; 
Martha Hogan-Battisti, President of the Swedesboro-
Woolwich Historical Society, and Jo Ann Laughlin 
who led the “New” Cemetery Tour; John Nothdurft 
who worked in the “New” Cemetery as well as the 
Church Tower and Mr. “Ed” Carson, our Minister of 
Traffic Control for the Day. 
 

Outreach 
 

Kings Things 
Located on Kings Highway at the corner of 

Franklin Street (across from Botto’s), Kings Things is 
a Christian Thrift store that sells used clothing and 
items. Proceeds from the sales benefit families who are 
in need in the town and surrounding area. The shop is 
always in need of volunteers and appreciates donations 
of good items that you may longer need. The store was 
started in the 1980s by Trinity Church, Bethesda 
Methodist, First Presbyterian and St. Joseph’s RC 
Church. It has continued to serve the community well 
through all these years. Trinity Church’s representative 
is Felipe Grieb. He would appreciate a call if you can 

give time and have any questions. He can be reached at 
467-6644. 
 
New Senior Citizens Group Forming: 
“Aged to Perfection” 

A new senior citizens group for those aged 
55+ is forming in Swedesboro-Woolwich.  It meets on 
the 2nd and 4th Thursday's of the month, at 7pm in the 
library of the Stratton School.  They are forming small 
groups with similar interests.  Just a few are: card 
games, golfing, discussion groups, walking at the park, 
trips.  You can call 467-1273 or 467-0115 for more 
information. 
 
Manor Care 

Trinity Church provides a bi-monthly church 
service for the residents of Manor Care in West 
Deptford. The next visit is scheduled for Sunday May 
21 at 3 PM. The service consists of singing and 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. All members are 
encouraged to participate in this outreach project. The 
residents look forward to our visits and even though we 
are “outsiders,” it is often the only company they 
receive. 

 
Do you knit? 

The Christmas-at-Sea program of the 
Seamen’s Church Institute of New York and New 
Jersey is looking for knitters. Knit a cap, scarf, or other 
items for mariners far away from home on Christmas 
Day. Most seafarers come from tropical to temperate 
countries and are unprepared for frigid winter 
temperatures. The garments are deeply appreciated. 
Because demand exceeds the number of garments 
received, knitted items are collected year-round. Add 
your name to the list of knitters from across the US by 
contacting Barbara Clauson at Christmas-at-Sea, 212–
349-9090, cas@seamenschurch.org or download 
patterns from www.seamenschurch.org.\ 

 

The wider church 
 

Regional Churches 
Six of our regional Episcopal parishes are 

continuing to explore different ways in which we can 
support each other and expand our ministries. The six 
parishes are: Our Merciful Saviour, Penns Groves, St. 
George’s, Pennsville, St. John’s, Salem, St. Luke’s, 
Woodstown, St. Stephen’s, Mullica Hill and Trinity, 
Swedesboro.  Our next meeting will be at 7:00pm, 
Wednesday, May 10th, here at Trinity.  All welcome. 
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A Letter from our Bishop 
March 28, 2006 
Immigration Reform 

I join Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold in his 
call for "just and humane" immigration reform. We, 
who find God's will revealed in the Holy Scripture and 
in Jesus, the Word made Flesh; we, who endeavor to 
follow and obey Christ as our Lord and Savior; we, 
who promise, with God's help, to live our vows in the 
Baptismal Covenant; we now join with other 
Christians, other believers and all people of good will 
to advocate for immigrant workers and for the 
provision of hospitality and justice for these neighbors. 

Let us not allow unwarranted fears or harsh 
measures to shape our immigration system. We cannot 
make our nation safe by discarding justice or 
criminalizing compassion for the poor and the 
oppressed. We cannot make our own citizens secure by 
passing unjust legislation that would make assistance 
rendered to immigrants against the law. 

I commend the comments of our Presiding 
Bishop, along with the Resolution adopted by the 
House of Bishops last week, to all members of the 
Diocese of New Jersey. Let us recall the words of our 
Lord, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me" 
(Matthew 25: 35). 

The Rt. Rev. George E. Councell  
Bishop of New Jersey  

 

Running the church 
 

Work Days  
There are various projects around the Church, 

Parish House, Rectory and Trinity Square that need to 
be completed for the “Spring” Opening and Clean-up 
around Trinity. Small maintenance projects (trim 
hedges; weed; remove storm windows and put in 
screens; air-conditioner installation; etc.!) are not too 
difficult if you can spare the time or find someone to 
assist in the work. If you can give an hour or so at any 
time, please call the office or Jr. Warden, Bob Fredd at 
241-0617. 
 
Vestry Meetings 

All parishioners are welcome to attend our 
vestry meetings.. The vestry and officers handle 
financial, planning, and maintenance matters of the 
parish. A list of the current vestry members and contact 
numbers can be found on the back of this newsletter. 
The next meeting is on May 16 at 7pm in the parish 
house. 

 

 
Vestry News 

At our meeting in April the vestry received 
updates on the office, the restoration, landscaping, 
disability sign installation, the newsletter and mailing 
list, worship, education, upcoming events, and pastoral 
needs, and decided, among other things, to explore the 
possibility of getting students to provide childcare for 
children under the age of 3 on Sunday mornings. 
 
Church Office  

The Church office is ordinarily open whenever 
we have volunteer help.  Phone messages will be 
answered.  Please contact us if you have some time to 
spare to help in the office, on 467 1227. 
 

Newsletter 
Our newsletter is now going by email to all 

parishioners for whom we have email addresses.  Other 
parishioners will receive it by regular mail. If you 
received a copy of this by mail and would be happy to 
read it online or download your copy, please email us 
at office@trinityswedesboro.org, and we will add you 
to our email list. Print copies are only sent to those who 
regularly attend Trinity, or who specifically ask for it.  

If your name is listed below, you will continue 
to receive a print copy of the newsletter. If you have 
email access and would be happy to read it online or 
download your copy, please email us at 
office@trinityswedesboro.org.  If your name is not 
listed below, and you did not receive an email from us 
this month about the newsletters, and you wish to 
continue receiving it, please contact the church office.  
Otherwise this will be your last newsletter. 

Newsletters by mail: Adamucci, Baker, Blair, 
Boyd, Bussey, Councell, Damask, Dunn, Dush, Elliott, 
Fernandez, Fox, Frank, Gardiner, Geitz, Heil, Homan, 
Howarth, A. Howell, G. Howell, Hunt, Johnson, King, 
Krebs, LaScala, Lippincott, Lloyd, Lytell, Mackara, 
Maher, Mahley, MacFarland, S. Matteo, T. Matteo, 
Mbakwe, McCoubrie, Miller, Petrow, Pino, Ralph, 
Rambo, Raskay, Rode, Rohrman Sr., Sabol, Sheldon, 
Sherry, Shippani, Shrader, Spencer, Townes, Vaughan, 
Wells, Wallace, West, White, Wright. 

 
Are you a member?  

We are trying to update our parish records — 
this is something that is required by church law.  There 
is a binder in the church with printouts of information 
about all members.  Please check and update your 
record.  If you cannot come to church, but still wish to 
be considered a member, please contact the church 
office.  We hope to be able to print a directory of our 
parishioners some time in the near future. 
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May 2006 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2  
10am-3pm Fireweed 
Evangelism 
conference, Grace 
Church, Haddonfield 

3 4 National Day of 
Prayer 

5 6  
8.30am-2.15pm 
“Seeking to Serve 
Christ – In ALL 
Persons” Conference, 
Trinity Cathedral, 
Trenton  
10am-noon 
Informational Meeting 
about General 
Convention, Diocesan 
House, Trenton 
 

7 Easter 4 
8am Holy Eucharist  
9am Sunday School 
        J2A 
        Trinity 101 
10am Baptism and 
Holy Eucharist with 
Music 

 9 10 
7-9pm Regional 
Churches Meeting, 
here in the Trinity 
Parish House 

11 12 13 

14 Easter 5 
8am Holy Eucharist  
9am Sunday School 
        J2A 
        Trinity 101 
10am Holy Eucharist 
with Music 

15 
7pm Vestry in the 
Parish House 
 

16 17 
12 noon Trinity 
Foundation Meeting at 
Rode’s 

18  
7pm New Jersey 
District of the Lutheran 
Church (Missouri 
Synod) Convention 
Service at Trinity 

19 20 
4pm Jazz Vespers at 
Trinity Cathedral, 
Trenton 
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21 Easter 6 
8am Holy Eucharist  
9am Sunday School 
        J2A 
        Trinity 101 
10am Holy Eucharist 
with Music 
3pm Manor Care 
Service, West Deptford 

22 23 24 25 Ascension Day 26 27 

28 Easter 7 
8am Holy Eucharist  
9am Sunday School 
        J2A 
10am Holy Eucharist 
with Music 

29 Memorial Day 
10.30am Community 
Service at Borough Hall 

30 31    

 
 

Our Parish House is available for use by parishioners at times when no other events are scheduled.  While there is no fixed charge for use, we 
ask that you make a generous donation towards cleaning.  Please contact the church office by phone (467-1227) or email 
(office@trinityswedesboro.org) to ask about open dates.



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES VESTRY AND OFFICERS 

  
8: 00am Holy Eucharist (said) 
9.00am  Christian Education for all ages 
10:00am Holy Eucharist (with music) 
 
 

Sr. Warden  
Jr. Warden 
Clerk  
Ass’t. Clerk  
Treasurer 
Ass’t. Treasurer  

Al Rohrman, Jr.  
Bob Fredd  
Jo Sienkiewicz  
Cheryl Michael 
Sandy Strudwick 
Linda Fritz 

 423-1377 
241-0617 
467-6645 
467-4748 
467-0577 
 769-5450 

  
 VESTRY 

Communion to the homebound upon request. 
Call 467-1227 

Sallye Aikens  
Maggie Brace  
Steve Faix  
Bonnie Holmstrom 
Bill Horner, Jr.  
Sandy McHenry 
Jim Randall 
Fred Waibel 

358-7200 
769-3985 
468-7325 
935-8018 
769-2969 
223-0403 
467-5681 
423-5456 
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The Rev. Dr. Raewynne J. Whiteley, Vicar 
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